The Research Cycle

You will need to consider the following steps in any piece of research you undertake.
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1   Question


Brainstorm


What do I already know?


What do I need to find out?





2.  Plan


How long have I got?


How much do I need?


What is the end product?





3.  Gather


Appropriate sources?


How will I evaluate?


How will I keep track?


Note your sources





4.  Sort and sift


Have I got enough information?


Is it relevant?





5.  Synthesize


Does it all fit together?


Are there different opinions?


Is my information organised clearly?








6.  Evaluate


Have I found enough information?


Can I reach a conclusion?


If not – go back to stage 1.


If yes, go on to stage 7





7  Report


Right format for final work? (Mark scheme)


All sources cited?


Bibliography?


Plagiarism?











